2l6                     DIARY AND LETTERS  OF      [CHAP. XXXVI.
defence of your Oriental possessions, to seize those posts from whence they would otherwise have been annoyed ; that in like manner you had been obliged to attack the French islands for the purpose of saving your own, not merely from capture but from utter devastation. Such declarations would have a good effect through Germany, already undeceived with respect to the French professions. Moreover, should you be embroiled with Spain it would strengthen you in the North to declare, after dwelling on the unprovoked oppression of his Catholic Majesty, that it justifies you in demanding (as a condition of peace) that he open his American dominions to the commerce of all who now are or hereafter may be joined with you in the war against him. This kind of crusade will not, indeed, be so wonderful as that which was produced by the preaching of Peter the Hermit, but it may answer better purposes."
" I visit at the Prince Colorado's [October i6th], and on my return home I find that I have been out, full-dressed, with a stocking wrong side outward. I remember to have heard, when young, that this portended good luck, and I remember also that, having gone out one morning early I broke rny shin before I got back, and^ in taking down the stocking to look at it found it was wrong side outward. I bear the mark of that misfortune to this hour, a memento not to believe in such sayings.
" Spend the evening at Madame de Castelalfieri's, where I meet the Baron de Groshlaer. The Marquis de Luc-chesini says there is no instance of an army of forty thousand men laying down their arms, and thence concludes that Moreau will escape with the loss of his baggage and artillery. If, however, the defiles are properly occupied, he may still find it impracticable to get through. Those who wish well to Austria think he'will be made prisoner, for thein. In ten years the Minister might have proposed and carried plans for simplifyinged.M li^fori*
